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STATUTES OF THE F.I.S.U. 

 

After amendments adopted respectively in Turin 1959, Tokyo 1967, Rome 1975, Sofia 1977, Mexico 
City 1979, Bucharest 1981, Edmonton 1983, Zagreb 1987, Fukuoka 1995, Palermo 1997, Palma de 
Majorca 1999, Beijing 2001, Daegu 2003  and Izmir 2005.   

TITLE I :  NAME, REGISTERED SEAT, OBJECTS AND MEMBERSHIP

 

Article 1 : Name and registered seat

 

The de facto association, founded in 1949, and designated under the name of 
« Fédération Internationale du Sport Universitaire » (F.I.S.U.) (International University 
Sports Federation), shall be organised and function within these statutes, 
supplemented by internal regulations. 
The duration of F.I.S.U. is unlimited. 
The registered seat of the F.I.S.U. is established at its General secretariat office, 
located 56, avenue Franklin Roosevelt, B-1050 Brussels, Belgium.    

Article 2 : Objects

  

The International University Sports Federation (F.I.S.U.) is dedicated to:     

-promote the development of students physical and sport education 
throughout the world.    

- awarding the organisation, and ensure the promotion and supervision of 
international sports competitions for students, and in particular the 
Universiades and the World University Championships.    

- work for the coming together and the co-operation of the students of all 
countries to build the unity of international university sport, the components of 
which are the national, regional and continental university sport 
organisations, associations and federations.    

- undertake in close co-operation with the national, regional, and continental 
university sport organisations, associations and federations, and respecting 
their prerogatives, any activity of common interest likely to encourage the 
development of physical and sports education at all levels and in all parts of 
the world.  

The objects of F.I.S.U. shall be pursued without political, religious or racial 
considerations. F.I.S.U. shall act against any form of discrimination or violence in 
sport.    
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Article 3 : Membership

   
3.1  Membership F.I.S.U. is open to national university sports organisations. Such 

members shall have the status of active members conferred on them by the 
F.I.S.U. General assembly on payment of the relevant fee.   

3.2  The status of associate members may be conferred by the F.I.S.U. General 
assembly to continental or regional organisations.    

3.3  F.I.S.U. General assembly may from time to time confer the title of honorary 
member or emeritus honorary member to individuals, on nomination by 
the Executive committee.   

Rights and responsibilities of active members:  

Organisations with the status of active member shall:   
- reflect the aims and objects of F.I.S.U. in their statutes and regulations.    
- be entitled to full participation in the governance, activities and services of 
F.I.S.U. as conferred to them by the F.I.S.U. statutes and regulations.   
- undertake to collaborate in the realisation of the F.I.S.U. s objectives, and 
shall agree to abide by the F.I.S.U. s statutes and regulations.    
- pay an annual subscription, which shall be determined by the General 
assembly for a period of four years.    

Loss of the status of active member :  

Only member organisations which remain paid up with their subscriptions 
shall be considered to be active members; those which do not pay their subscription 
for four consecutive years will be automatically removed from membership of  
F.I.S.U.  

Organisations with the status of active members which do not abide by the 
provisions of the F.I.S.U. or which behave in a manner unworthy of university sport 
may be excluded from F.I.S.U.  Exclusion will be decided by the General assembly 
on the recommendation of the Executive committee; two thirds of the representatives 
of the organisations with the status of active members must be present at that 
General assembly and the exclusion must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes cast. By vote cast it should be understood to mean « yes », « no », 
« abstention ».     
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TITLE II :  DELIBERATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANS

  
The F.I.S.U. organs of governance and administration are:   

1. The General assembly 
2. The Executive committee 
3. The Internal auditor 
4. The General secretariat, through delegation by the Executive committee.    

SECTION 1 : THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Article 4 : Attributions

 

The  General Assembly shall be the supreme governing body of F.I.S.U.. 
The General Assembly alone shall:    

- determine policy in the furtherance of the aims and objectives of F.I.S.U.,    

- receive and examine the report on F.I.S.U. s activities and moral situation,     

- receive the balance sheet and audited accounts of the previous two 
financial years following the report of the internal auditor and the external 
auditor,    

- receive and approve the budget for the forthcoming two years,     

- fix the amount of the subscription for active member organisations,    

- approve the admission and exclusion of organisations and individual 
persons as members of the F.I.S.U.,    

- elect the members of the Executive committee and the internal auditor,    

- approve a programme of activities for the forthcoming period,     

- make amendments to the statutes and the internal regulations, and, if 
appropriate, manage the dissolution of F.I.S.U., the liquidation and allocation 
of the F.I.S.U. s property in the case of dissolution,      

- decide on any questions submitted to it by organisations with the status of 
active members or by the Executive committee.  
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Article 5 : Convening, agenda, debates and decisions

  
The ordinary General assembly shall take place every two years. The elective 

General assembly shall take place every four years. The General assembly shall be 
convened by the president of the F.I.S.U. , at least four months before the date 
planned for the meeting.   

An extraordinary General assembly may be convened at the request of at 
least one third of the F.I.S.U. s  active member organisations or on the decision of the 
Executive committee.  

The agenda of the General assembly shall be determined by the Executive 
committee, subject to inclusion of those items detailed in article 4. The debates of the 
General assembly may only bear on the questions figuring in the agenda.   

Quorum for the General assembly shall not be less than 50% of fully 
subscribed active members. Different quorum may be defined for the purpose of 
amendments to the statutes, elections or dissolution.  

Voting shall take place by secret ballot whenever it concerns individuals, 
elections, or when 15% at least of active members present at the General assembly 
requests it.  

All decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of votes cast, except in cases 
explicitly envisaged by these statutes and the internal regulations. By vote cast it 
should be understood to mean « yes », « no », « abstention ».     

Article 6 : Composition and voting rights

  

6-1  Active members  

 The General assembly is composed of the organisations with the status of 
active members, mentioned in article 3.  

Only delegates mandated by organisations with the status of active 
members may take part in the votes. An active member shall be represented by its 
president, or a delegate specially mandated for this purpose. Each organisation with 
the status of active member has one vote.   

If an organisation with the status of active member is unable to send a 
delegate of its own nationality to the General assembly, it may entrust its mandate to 
the delegate of another organisation with the status of active member. However a 
delegate may not be entrusted for more than one additional mandate to that of his 
own organisation.  

Active members may only exercise the right to vote if they are up to date 
with their subscription at the time of the opening of the General Assembly.   
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6-2  Participants, observers and guests

  
Members of the Executive committee, the secretary general, the 

chairpersons of permanent F.I.S.U. commissions and the internal auditor are 
convened to, and may participate in the General assembly, but do not have the right 
to vote.  

Representatives of national or supra-national organisations and 
personalities may attend the General Assembly as observers or F.I.S.U. s guests.    

SECTION 2: THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Article 7: Composition of  the Executive committee

   

The Executive committee shall be composed of twenty three (23) members, elected 
for four (4) years by the elective General assembly in the following order :    

1. The president;  
2. The first vice-president;  
3. The four (4) vice-presidents;  
4. The treasurer;  
5. The first assessor;  
6. The fifteen (15) assessors.   

Article 8 : Conduct of the Executive committee

   

The Executive committee may be convened on the request of the 
president of F.I.S.U., according to need, and in any case a minimum of eight times 
during its mandate. In addition, the convocation is obligatory if it is requested by at 
least twelve (12) members of the Executive committee.    

The secretary general and the internal auditor shall attend the meetings of 
the Executive committee, as non voting members thereof.    

The Executive committee may not validly conduct unless it achieves a 
quorum of at least twelve (12) voting members.  

Voting shall take place by secret ballot whenever it concerns individuals, 
or when a minimum of three members of the Executive committee requests it.  

Decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of the voting members 
present. In the case of a split vote, the president shall have the casting vote. 
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However, for convening an extraordinary General assembly or for an amendment to 
the regulations, the majority required is at least twelve (12) votes.   

Minutes shall be taken of the sessions. The minutes shall be submitted to 
the Executive committee for approval at its next meeting, and signed by the 
president.    

Article 9 : Duties and responsibilities of the Executive committee

  

9-1 The president shall organise and directs the work of the Executive committee 
and report to the General assembly. He shall ensure the proper functioning of 
the federation and in particular ensure that the members of the Executive 
committee are in a position to fulfil their mission.   

9-2 The Executive committee shall:  

-  make recommendations to the General assembly on the affiliation of 
new active members and the admission of associate members;  

- appoint the chairpersons and members of the Commissions;   

- appoint the secretary general of F.I.S.U.;  

- make recommendations to the General assembly on any disciplinary 
measures applicable to the organisations with the status of active 
members and natural or legal persons under the authority of F.I.S.U. 
against whom a breach of university sports ethics in the provisions of 
these statutes or of the F.I.S.U. internal regulations might be held;  

- examines the questions of general interest submitted to it by the 
president.  

- rule on the direction of F.I.S.U. s general policy ; for this purpose, it may 
decide to create working groups and propose amendments to the 
statutes and the internal regulations;    

- exercise permanent control of the decisions taken by the Steering 
committee;  

- control the General secretariat of F.I.S.U. and supervise the carrying 
out of the mandate awarded to the association A.I.S.B.C. FISU, as 
stated in article 13 of these statutes.   

9-3 The Executive committee shall be considered competent to accept gifts and 
bequests in favour of F.I.S.U..   

9-4  Recommendations of the Executive committee relative to the acts of 
dissolution and disposal mentioned in article 4 must be submitted for the 
approval of the General assembly. 
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Article 10 : The Steering committee

  
A Steering committee shall be constituted within the Executive committee, 

it shall be composed of eight (8) members : the president, the first vice-president, the 
four vice presidents, the treasurer and the first assessor.   

The Steering committee shall be convened as required by the president.  

The secretary general may attend the Steering committee meetings.  

The Steering committee shall be invested with a mandate allowing it to act 
in cases of necessity in the name of the F.I.S.U.. It shall exercise this mandate within 
the limits of the Federation s objects defined by these statutes, and subject to those 
specially attributed to the General assembly and to the Executive committee.  

The decisions of the Steering committee must be submitted for the 
approval of the Executive committee.    

SECTION 3 : THE INTERNAL AUDITOR   

Article 11 : Role and responsibility of the internal auditor

  

The internal auditor shall be elected for four (4) years by the elective 
General assembly. This person shall sit in a personal capacity and participate in the 
Executive committee meetings in an advisory capacity.  

The internal Auditor shall monitor and evaluate F.I.S.U. s financial 
management each year based on the documents presented to him by the treasurer. 
The internal auditor will report on the findings of the audit to the General assembly 
every two years.  
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SECTION 4 : THE F.I.S.U. GENERAL SECRETARIAT   

Article 12 : Direction, representation, administration

  
The Federation s general direction and representation shall be assumed 

by the president of the F.I.S.U..  

On the recommendation of the president and the Steering committee, the 
Executive committee may appoint a secretary general whose duties and 
responsibilities will include management of the administration, the day to day 
implementation of F.I.S.U. policies and any other responsibilities bound with the 
functioning of the Federation as defined in the job description.  

The Executive committee alone is deemed competent to set the objectives 
of this individual s role, appoint the secretary general and approve eventual 
remuneration for the post, all this on the recommendation of the president and the 
Steering committee.  

The secretary general can be dismissed at any time under the same 
conditions subject to disciplinary and grievance procedures laid down by F.I.S.U., 
and extant in Belgian law.   

Article 13 : Management mandate

  

The Executive Committee shall be authorised to confer a general 
management mandate on the Non-profit International Association under Belgian Law 
Fédération Internationale du Sport Universitaire (International University Sport 

Federation), A.I.S.B.L. FISU, an association formed in application of law of October 
25th, 1919, which assumed its legal charges by decree of July 3d, 1992, and whose 
registered seat is at 56, avenue Franklin Roosevelt, 1050 Brussels, Belgium. The 
association may receive such a mandate from the Executive committee, and under 
supervision of the secretary general, to:    

- manage the daily affairs    
- run the administrative secretariat and personnel management   
- negotiate the candidatures for the Universiades, the University World 
championships and other events organised under the care of F.I.S.U.    
- act as signatories of contracts   
- collect receipts   
- handle disputes and disagreements   
- purchase, sell and manage the property of F.I.S.U.       
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Article 14 : Annual auditing of the accounts

  
The F.I.S.U. financial year begins on January 1st and ends on December 

31st .  

The internal auditor will officially examine F.I.S.U. s financial management 
each year (Article 11). All F.I.S.U. s accounts will be audited annually by an 
independent and qualified company of external auditors. This company will be 
appointed for a period of four (4) years by the Executive committee on the 
recommendation of the president and the Steering committee. It will produce a 
balance sheet, audited accounts and audit certificates which will be presented every 
two years to the General assembly.  

Article 15 : Liability and insurance

 

F.I.S.U. shall only be financially liable for its own property. No member 
organisation can be held liable for the commitments undertaken by F.I.S.U.  

On the recommendation of the president and the Steering committee, the 
Executive committee may authorise implementation of an insurance contract 
covering the liability incurred by the persons mentioned in articles 7, 11 and 12, or 
awarded for missions by F.I.S.U. on the occasion of exercising their functions or 
missions, and/or the compensation of the injury they might have suffered on this 
same occasion.    
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TITLE III : AMENDMENT OF THE STATUTES AND DISSOLUTION

  
Article 16 : Proposals to amend the statutes

  

The General assembly may discuss an amendment to the statutes at the 
request of an organisation with the status of active member, or at the request of the 
Executive committee.  

Proposals for amendment must be published in their final form in the 
detailed agenda of the General assembly.  

Article 17 : Voting on amendments to the statutes

  

Two thirds of the organisations with the status of active members must be 
represented for an amendment to the statutes to be submitted to the vote of the 
General assembly. 

An amendment can only be accepted by a majority of two thirds of the 
votes cast . By votes cast should be understood that it means « yes », « no » , 
« abstention » .    

Article 18 : Dissolution of the F.I.S.U.

  

Two thirds of the organisations with the status of active members must be 
represented for a proposal for the dissolution of the F.I.S.U. to be submitted to the 
General assembly.  

Dissolution can only be pronounced by a majority of two thirds of the votes 
cast . By votes cast it should be understood « yes », « no », « abstention ».    

Article 19 : Liquidation of property in the event of dissolution

  

In the event of dissolution, the General assembly will appoint one or 
several commissioners responsible for the liquidation and the allocation of the 
F.I.S.U. s property and assets. 
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TITLE IV : GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS

 
Article 20 : Official and working languages

 
The F.I.S.U. s official languages are English, French, Russian and Spanish. 

F.I.S.U. s working languages are English and French. For statutory acts with the 
member organisations Russian and Spanish may also be used as working 
languages. 

Article 21 : Reference language

  

In case of any dispute about the interpretation of the text of the statutes and 
the internal regulations, the French text will be deemed authentic. 

Article 22 : Reference to the internal regulations

  

The method for enforcement of these statutes, as well as all cases not 
envisaged in them, shall be determined by the internal regulations. 

Article 23 : Signature

  

F.I.S.U. shall be validly committed by the signature of the president and the 
secretary general. 

Article 24 : Emblem

 

The emblem of the F.I.S.U. is a black letter « U » on a white found, 
accompanied by five stars disposed in an arch under the « U », from left to right blue, 
yellow, black, green, and red; the dimensions must of which respect those of the 
attached design.  

This emblem shall be displayed on: 
- the official F.I.S.U. flag which will be raised on the mast of honour at F.I.S.U. 
sports events;  
- on the official round shaped seal : the emblem will have the letters F.I.S.U. 
underlined under the U .     
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